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ANA
AEKTA

o) xadhmioms kakeivan va thobamee o
napehBov ko va npoobiére oo pelhov m

&ncn Tou awdyvaon.

H awdyvwan wou napekBovios eivar pia
[iirvvns Kowvhns

L1a xpdia tou Burovriou, n obndoypogia,
YP0 KExdRos KQI KOMDTES, ATGY N KUplapn popgn
ETHROIYLVIGS.
Broi i pohiBbnes oppa
yioes , TS CNOIES IEAETG N 2o
yeomsn, fray cwd nou efoopdhunay o’ auniy
v |.ru-p-:pn ENRONLVIS 10 QNORENTG v
pm::uqmr xa maronowcdaay v aullemcdm
1 nous. Uh enrypogés Ka1 O NOPOTTIGES Tuw
potuBbSBoulicor, ouvBizouy npoypomxd Eva
nahunciksho axnvikg nou Sev pnopei va ayvo
nae sikcha kavivas salkmboms. Dpoes ko
e Epu:l.rmepﬁ:'-meh anarehaty nakimun
v cocemkd e o Bio wan wov
ﬂnmpﬁ TEY Eiamumw L) nopooraans
nou @hpouy Expeanouy ouilbons B aupd
Bonoxmmks -:Fnﬂtpu xai 10 Botid undBabipo
xpiamaveans nioms ms Bunovinds komvoovias,
Nro@is ¥a anowdsazouy Kol aves mo xooyisks
CVONOpOGTO0ELS.
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«The arhst 13 called vpen o “read” the

past and fo add his reading fo the huture.

Reading the past s o habdt, o tradhan_.»
lonris Kouncla

In Byzanhne hmes, comespondence wos

the main means of communicohen for the
siofe ond prvate indraduals. To protect the
socrocy of documenks sont fhrough this form of
communicahon and to corhy thor outhonhety,
the sender would 1ee o lead 3ol or bulla.
The inscnphona ond scenes inscnbed on thess
soals, the subjodt of ngillogrophy, meke for o
nchly drvorse pororama ne arhat con cosly
rosiat. For acholors, on tha cther hand, they are
a nch acurce of nformaten ebout the [fz and
cuthwe of Byzanhum. The evenks ond scones
thay depect carmy a shong religious senhmont
and refloct the profoundly Chnshan foundohen
of Byzanhne culure, although more secular
roproscriohons can abe be found.

It wea their ashe capoct, howevor, that
appealed io ma and first arevsed my inforost,
Engrerved with insperohon, core and cxperhae
by masiar croftsmen of the ege. theae small
coinaized forms have boon possed down io
1 exodized and dameged, with detoih of
sconos hophazardly offoced. Yot thoy hove
ocquired thot socred allure of decay and the
paohna of bme without losng any of thew vale
or appeal.
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v OVICTRORa ENYPORES KOI NOPOTTAcE!S,
nou Ba anctuncsvémoy ote pokili xane m
oppayIon.

ewei Siowpivewral oe Benoreunwols ko ko
n‘plr;.::'.n. To luﬂmw:b unéBobipo
mis Buzenarais xonesvias Bohee oms pikpés
RO YUAES EMPEVEIES T pn’maw
Hia arépn nmh Suppoans TS NpIoTIOVERS ToU
nicTns ko ias. Lg ourd womaypago
vian popeés ombBaies h oldowes ayitav kan
apuayyEhay, n popeh tou Incod kar icirepa
ms Slgonduou, ECTPIOS Npos MY ENoupawa
Boodgia, nopooraoes and my Karn Mol
&n, rabess xos Bpnoremies enchioes Borbler
as w1 npoaracias. fnd Hpnoweumea clpfiola
KPNOIISNCIEITE KUpies o Ztaupds. Lous
poppés, € f nponopés, pemanings A
OE KOTTOpR, :ﬁmcﬁnpwmmm 141}
; rpanivTas oto xépl panala h o
mrpo. Enions, nopoci0oes a0y K vy,
npaypaTikiy i pavioomei. Ta npoypemd
a0 gival dayed, hoviapeo, naviinpes, eAa
Larvroomed dnuws ypONES, NWODDI, ORIYYES.
grEpwTa hovrapa, preperol Spe .H
hemoupyia auttir fray 3 anonpo-
namn. Mebinares enidioes oo Seic rou
rinear: Ayia Seordre Bonbe A Kipe Incod
Xpsoné BonBler, owvdbeuay ns nopooraoes,



ENGELOVTAS Ty NgOCTaTEWMEN ORcIRGnaik
Exbraym o pohuBbaBoulho.
CUhav n Mopio BEocunarokdpn spvibpeoer 1o
patuBbaBoulha, yomelmss and mv jerph,
R IO o 5 KOl GNOPOCIOE YO
a evabe omo dpyo ms. Uh konevimoy awom
s poppds 1ou Kpiomod, ms [ lovayias, oy
ayioov wai Ty oboporedaoy, Bpdkay Béon
oo ana KpumoypaRika ms £pya. latopikd,
N KpUMOYpapia xpnoyenceibnge 1 m e
Tmp-n-rﬁ 5 a5 pmw&m.ﬁ and jiia
ROVOYIRN, ROTOYONT popeh ot Evay <ypigor,
nau r.:.ml: M YVEEon Tou rapuq:-uu pEraGna
apol Ba n:.q:rii.mt. oxgrovanos. tm Gdpeea
rou Mecaikova frgy KM 10 anoyopEuNEG
a1 onoTeho(oe |na pop@h onospUEeoUod Kai
palpns jayEsas.
lo Baowd arooeia now xaparmpize 1o oy
ms Kopnamsdpn ko 1o kv oo diaire
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nopapEvEl KEuph, EXpRazENn e pabhaya.
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x5 rboyG, Tov oncio xaheinar o Bearns va
ovarahipe MEn npos An, kdn nou kdver nio
FONTERIES TG QUYRERDIPEYS Tabioe.
ﬁhmipﬁmnmﬁjﬁmmnﬁmﬂul,
anehmubepdvevas m gaviooio rou Beam kai
m &ndbieon 1ou vo aveoelon niow ko népa
nmmﬁiﬂum‘ﬁmmmm Eva

risapo yeond ol axarmdipane, R Ea)
rowncipds nopdbolo, nou pas nepdayBia
WEI KOI O q.lr!.pl!:-:mq.ls, pE Shn M payeio
Tou (wompiou i 1a epdbin rou, rdoa Goa
aviovashivian pEoa and Ty Evbaxipa Tou
kcevss pas.
v e aundy ov wapBa dea pogitas e
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Fq:u:-llkl'lﬂ of sewals the nr,'.rl::mthu-l lec] meards
dywlervendes ore undeaddedly one of

ther ol impcarcant caned infenesling [eacets ol
H&m wilires c-ubhure

Gresod ol i ex smoll FIx:hw. theess lerad seols

[N P

rues cxmvscdenend l:rl.- ErxilEmpXaCay remesninchh o
T3 lesck il imbenrmestion on ﬁ'lf'.l'IIIIHIH."I' [iles
] cuilhme

a'gm wiline secals weese o u!]',' wrlicxhewd 1
chcvments bl obso ko othes I::‘::Iirl . ond
sevexd in F:ﬁ.l:ﬂ of cu I::Il::l'!ﬂ with o sggihme bo
'ﬂflif',r (hesit :Jlﬂﬂrﬂi::il‘y

Thes sels wenes fﬂqim:u:l on sl iewred laod
chisks, m whene cenler wos o hollew chonned
.‘||rl:||ﬂ|'| which o fhrexad I:II'IiIiI:IHI:n* WL I.IIEE'!I:J
Ica fiex thes el b ther chexanment. Criginally, the
el v mod I ETH bl 3 ther o viment buat

handed ovor scpanakehy; laer, the scol bogan
fo be ted fo the document with Bus threod. To
sinke the seal the Byzonhnes veed g spocl
tool called the boullenen. Th pincershaped
matrument conasied of @ par of crossed ron
e with hammerhke onda, the inner face

ef which wes engraved with the imoges and
macnphona fo be improssod in e lood when
the soal woa shuck.

Two hypes of imogoes oppoar on the scals:
rehgrous and socular. The foundation of
Byzanhno socchy woa markedhy religious,

and the amall round surfaces of the lead

soals offered if et oncther medm i which
bo expreas the faith and wodd waien of
Chnshanity. Amaong the imoges featurod

on the soah ao bush or hulbHbody figuros of
saink and archangels, of joaus and
capocially of the Mather of Ged and hoavanly
micrcossor, a3 well o3 sconca fom tho MNew
Testament and provers for help and protochen.
Amang the religious symbols that appear,

the croas hgures prominentty, The secular
mages include busts or fulbbedy depichons of
human higures n frentel or profile view, some
boanng a crown of lourcl, othors helding

o acophor or @ cdub. There are also scenea

of onimeds and birda, roa! ond imaginary
elike. Amang the former are hares, o,
panthars, decr, woles, cogles, and peacecks
and othor berds; tho loffer incude gnffing,
winged salliens, sphenass, winged liena and
fying dregena. All hed o clearly opcirepac



funciion, as did invecafions such as Divine
Virgin Mother, Help us, or lord Jesus Christ,
Help us which somefimes occompanied the
image and served lo heighien the seals
profochive, apoifopaic power.

When Maria Kompatsiari Fist encouniensd
the lead seoks, she was copéivated by the
small, sacret shones they hartbored and
decided ko them in har work

Ihe austens, full fronkal foms of Chist and
the Virgin Mary, sainks ond officars found
their ploce in her cryplographic works.
Hislerically, cryplogrophy wos uwsed to convert
the content of o message from on ordinary
madable ked to g purde that would remain
uninfeligible without the sscrat knowledgs of
its decipherment. During the Middls Ages.

it was associaled with ccculism and black
magic, something forbidden.

Ihe mast charactenishc feature of Kompatsion's
work - and what mokes it so special and
unigue - is the sacret code of writing she uses
fo creale a kind of communion or spiniual
encounter betwsen the chservable wordd ond
the world of ideas. In her works, symbols ond
words e, ot it glance with no apparent
meaning. At fimes, lefers are combined in
anthmetical fashion, alusions o numbers
with some esclenc meoning. Set phrases
presuppose a rte of inficfion, which must be
exprassed cbiiquedy if it is fo remain hidden.

Ihiz non verbal longuage she deploys is

cne of resonant slence. B is the unutiered
sigh of a panvasive, excdamalory marking of
expenence that defines a magical discourse
in which the understondable cosxists with the
mcomprehensible, and structured, arficuloted
discourse with formbass, near incohassnd
sound.

Intertwined, symbaol filled Flaments, which
resemble insqplicable mind ocobalics, creale
works of art whass nofuralist elements are
transformed inko psalms ko an unseen spinfual
vionkd that the viewer is imifed discover, word
by word - in an espenence that makes the
particular joumey even more enchanfing.
Freeing cur imogination and willingness fo
search beneath ond beyvond what we loke for
granied, the arfist unsaveds through her wark
a world that is known vet unshielded, fomiliar
and uncanny at the same fime, o word which
confoins us and which we contain, with all
the magic of i mystery and darkness, all that
reverberales from the depths of our being.

O this canvas, Inear dapichions of the lead
seals of Byzontum - golden theeads by neadle
embroidered - sacl the ortist's work.

Maria Kompatsion's work can't be
"undarsiood”, as Uavabis once wiole, it can

Dr. Panagiotlis Kambanis
Aschosalogist — Histarian
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MAPTA KOMITATETAPH:

TA MOAYBAOBOYAA

Ly smopio T Téons KOl 10U noAmopod
undpxowy oV aviieElpeva, XpRomrs
s gni 10 nAgioTow, nou ovonomody oviyrEs
me koBrpgpesdme ko anoceonoly oI
glumnpémon Spaogew mov avBipdnay pros
ronvevios pe oubnsivn nokmapief ouvefGnon.,
Elva xpipeovormird kol TEoashoyind ovmikg g
nou dyrvov and npoxopiveus ovlicdnous o
opiopio crond ko bev ovenoioi kot owir
YN RIS qlﬂnnms, akhd grppdzouy pio
DIV CVTTANAEN 0 TOW KISR0 KON TR OXET
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Eivos péhos rou LK ETBE. [Ed\hover Kol
hmpsaiw Ewoonedw Teodw Bopeiou ENG
baz), vou ETEE. (Enpelmmnpiou Eiroonrdw
Teity Edbod . ou OZAEERE. 100
VOPROROH .ELI.-".‘.-D"ﬂlLI'IE Mioeipions Epyow Tewe
Eicosomiesivy Tepowtinv kon v Eepapponive rour],
me E_EX [Bvuson E\Miveoy Xoparring ear rou
insemational Art Council Kokueai Bijput
Shingikai of jopan.

Ino épyo me 1o evliopépov ™e pospdzeTal
Q1 CVTIGTOING EOTIOZET, VIO BEVEADUS NEDE
6boue, oe bdpopo epefiopora. Tron Eouv
GrproupynBiei o1 evdmres v Epye s péoa
10 ApiG,

H épewvo e yoopfic @f onEEwon, v
oupbsheaw, n rcroypoph Suvopmey xepor
voyids crov kopBa pe Mod h oo xopri pe
perdw, n Diopdvesa Ty xpupGTaw | N oo
pnEQIpCRS TV WAIKLTY, O Wpks, 10 Dom, ol
ebpues, k.4 givan S mv anoowdinog kol
Giepeivnoe enions.

To oo éxppacns, Gnus Aéen n Gnnoupyds,
ribe popa nowike, and m zypopikh, ™
XOpOETER, TV ESTOORE NCRE va §haoe
oY NoopopiKh ogwnon kol v neinan. H
meon euneaic Sev B Spea ko n oviyen e
geppoons ndvia Beices: Siobo.

Mapouciooe mv Eoulgd me o 30 aroymés
rar ndves and 150 opabings, oe Mouoeia
ral yeahEpi o o 1o eforepied.
Anéonooe mﬂ.ﬁzﬁm:pmeu g e Epyo Te
omv ENaba, falkia, akio sar lanewia.,

an

H Mapia Kopnorogpn, ondgoros ms Japiareunicis
Fwnhric reu Kanobonpionod Maveniomyiou ABrman |
EivaI 1D CUVHPOVOS EIECTTIESS NoV Emﬂmmul
oo oo e thams gl ko copdvia ¥pdvia.

ha o & e Y o

Traupoiha - loropeds Teoms (1997-2013),
ABnva Dined - Kprmde & lotopirés me Téom
[1008Y Auabls Eowaleratos - iamds
me oo & Enpehfrpia exBécensy [2000),
Borvn Marzapibou - loropieie réams [2001),
Mnia MNenofonodhou - lotopmds TEoms
[2003], Avooroocia Xoppodon - loropmde
Teowne [2004), Gionliigi Copitonio - Angor
oioypogos BNl Tue BrEoomky & 3
(R, 2005], Sondro Trom - i
Txokic Kakiv Teoww & Zuypdgos [Raun,
2005), Bruno Scorronedi - Duohaars Téx'l:m
[Ripn, 20035], Sefania Maloaida — e
haves (Poun, 2005), Anny Boldizeera - lone
pide teoms & Mohgpiovas [Py, 20035),
Mapia Kevavibou - lotopieds me nbome &
Empehinpra  exBéoewny (2011 & 2012),
Salgia Drepaviboy - loropmse Téems/ Kpr
nede — Empebdnpia (201 3], Nidvere Mnéhne-
loropmbs Téams, Empehnme tou Mohlue,
Secochein{2015) Mivo:  Manoweokdou
toropmbs Teems, Ouémpec roBmmrie
moopftopar me Trocopifs Duobis tou
Apicroréhecu Mavenicmpiou Secoalovikne
(2017].

Epya e Bpiorovian ce povagia, Snpsowes
rar iGuoneds cubhovés ome EMaba km 1o
efeerepind.

Ayand va noizen Béonpo kol va ognyeirm
napapifha. Ehan o nopdiinies Spoompid-
ITTES TRE Mo N gopés guniuTal oto
EIEDOTIES TS EpyD.
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